N
for Daily Reinforcement and Review
Reading
Grade 4
Work Text
Name: Date:

Editorial Director: Lori Mammen
ECS Learning Systems, Inc.

PO Box 440, Bulverde, TX 78163-0440
1.800.688.3224 (t) » 1.877.688.3226 (f)

Weriters: Rachel Boyers, Mike Hanna,

Mina Lopez, Heather Marnan

Page Layout: Flannery Abrahamson,

ecslearningsystems.com
Kristin East, Andrea M. Harris

ISBN: 978-1-60539-351-3

Copyright infringement is a violation of Federal Law.

© 2009 by ECS Learning Systems, Inc., Bulverde, Texas. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
translated, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any way or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording,
or otherwise) without prior written permission from ECS Learning Systems, Inc.

Reproduction of any part of this publication for an entire school or for a school system, by for-profit institutions and tutoring centers,
or for commercial sale is strictly prohibited.

TAKS MASTER is a registered trademark of ECS Learning Systems, Inc.
Printed in the United States of America.

‘padnpoidal aq jou Aew abed siy|



This page may not be reproduced.

2

Table of Contents

Week 1: Railroads: The Backbone of America...4

How the Railroads Changed Our Country ........... 5
A Nation on Wheels .........cocoviiiiiieiieinn, 6
The Caboose.......cccvuviieiriiccceeee e, 7
The Long and the Short ..o, 8
The Underground Railroad.........ccccooevviiininnn. 9
Week 2: Pass it onl...........cccooiiviiniiicae, 10
Dancing Our Stories........ccoeerireinneenecee. 11
The Endless Story (Part One) ......ccccoevveviiennnee 12
The Endless Story (Part TWO) ...c.covveviieiriicne 13
The Slit Gong Drum....c.ccvvieiiieeceeee 14
Storyteller Dolls ......ooevviieriieieceee, 15
Week 3: Mysteries of the Deep..........c..cooeuc.e. 16
Neptune and Amphitrite ........cccocovierienirinnns 17
Why is the ocean salty? (Part One)..................... 18
Why is the ocean salty? (Part Two) .......cccoveeeneeee 19
Secret Cities in the Sea (Part One).........c............ 20
Secret Cities in the Sea (Part Two) ......cccccovueeee. 21
Week 4: Take Care .........coooeviievnicriceee, 22
A Different Kind of Job .......cccocooiiviiiiiii 23
Being a Green Kid (Part One).......cccovveveiinenne. 24
Being a Green Kid (Part TWO) ........ccccevrueirinrnnnne 25
Drink, Drink, Drink.......ocoooovoeeieeeeeeeeeeeee 26
Try a Fruit Freeze.....covvvveciciiiiccccee 27

© ECS Learning Systems, Inc.

Week 5: Creature Features.............ccccoorurunnnne. 28
Who's the mama®.........ccooevvieenieeceee, 29
Saving the California Condor........cccccvviveuinnene. 30
The Sky is Falling! (Part One).....ccccccveviviriciann 31
The Sky is Falling! (Part TWo) .....cccoieiiiriiiinee. 32
The Sky is Falling! (Part Three).........ccccovvvrinncee. 33

Week 6: Technology—From Larger to Smaller 34

Where am [2.......cocooiiiiieeeeee e, 35
Robots in the House ........ccccoovveveiiiieiicen 36
What Number, Please®...........ccoocoovvveioieee. 37
The Science of Small Things........ccccooovvivriiirinnnne. 38
It's in the mail... oo 39
Week 7: Fanciful and Fearless Birds................... 40
Chimney SWifts ......ccooviirrieeee e, 41
The Legend of the Thunderbird............ccccouec.. 42
A Shared Myth.....ccoooiiiiiie, 43
Nest, Sweet Nest (Part One) .......cccccvevevevevevennnns 44
Nest, Sweet Nest (Part TWo) ........ccccevvveriinennee. 45
Week 8: How'd ya learn that? ........................... 46
SONGDIFAS ..o, 47
The Rum Tum Tugger and A Cat’s Prayer ........... 48
The Monkeys and the Moon........cccccocviunininnenns 49
Chinese Acrobats.........ccccoveveviieeveiieeeeieenn 50
The Amazing Red Panda Acrobats..................... 51

TAKS MASTER® FASTER—Reading, Grade 4



Introduction to TAKS MASTER® FASTER

Make this TAKS MASTER® FASTER book the starting
line for practicing your reading skills. How2 Work
right inside this book—just read one short passage
each day and answer the questions that follow.

Ready, Set, Go!

There are enough reading passages to practice your
skills each day for eight weeks. The reading passages
are quick, short, and interesting. They are grouped
into weekly units. Each unit begins with a fun
introduction page of activities to jump-start your brain.
The introduction pages include activities such as word
finds, story writing, drawing, and more.

You'll find a great variety of brief texts, including

stories, poems, fables, biographies, informational
texts, and advertisements. What's more, the “hot”
topics are from science, social studies, and other

areas of interest.

How to Use This Book

Starting with Week 1, complete the introduction
page. This will rev up your thoughts about the unit’s
topic before you begin. Then, read one selection
every day. Read each question that follows that
selection. Decide which is the best answer to each

question. Mark the answer you have chosen by
circling A, B, C, or D.

Be sure to mark only one answer in your book for
each question. You may not know the answers to
all of the questions. If you do not know the answer
to a question, choose the answer you think might
be correct.

You may write in your book if you would like to
make notes. You can highlight the part of the text
you used to answer each question. You can even
color the illustrations in your book!

TAKS MASTER® FASTER—Reading, Grade 4

Once you blast through an entire unit, do the
following—

* Think about how all of the selections relate
to the unit topic.

* Think about how the introduction page helped
you understand the selections.

* Think about what new information you learned.

* Think about how you found the answer to each
reading question.

* Write a postreading question of your own
at the end of each selection. Use the selection
to answer your question, or have a classmate
answer your question.

* Write captions for the illustrations or photos
in the unit.
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Blast into. . .

C'mon, ‘n Ride the Train
Follow along with the story below as your teacher
reads aloud.
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Imagine you are taking a train ride. You are on the
Lebanon Mason Monroe Railroad in Ohio. It is
winter and the train cars are enclosed, but they are
not heated. During your hour-long ride, you literally
rock and roll down the track. You are amazed by
the train’s sounds, including the whistle and
clackety-clack. You wonder at its size and the smell
of diesel fuel. You meet the train’s conductor, who
yells, “All aboard!” There are train cars, such as the
dining car, to explore. On the lines below, describe
what else you see and hear during your multi-sensory
experience.

Week 1: Railvoads: The Backbone ofAmen'cw

We Deliver!

Today, people ride in automobiles and airplanes.
Yet trains continue to support the nation. Families
depend on many goods and materials that travel
on trains. List some items that move by train.

1.

I've Been Working on the
[Underground ] Railroad

Slaves during the 1800s longed to escape. Obtaining
freedom was dangerous. The Underground Railroad
was a series of secret routes to freedom. Helping
slaves get to safe places like Canada was illegal,
but some people such as Harriet Tubman worked
on the Underground Railroad. What dangers did
slaves face on the Underground Railroad2 On the
lines below, list some of these dangers.

Radlroad Riddle

Research a person or idea related to railroads.
Present your facts as a riddle below. Some ideas
are: Georgius Agricola, Union Pacific, conductor,
locomotive engineer, transcontinental railroad,
Abraham Lincoln.

Now read the following passages about railroads,
and choose the best answer to the questions. Be
sure to circle your answers.

i
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