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You know ECS from TAAS MASTER™ and TAKS MASTER®.
Rest assured. The content in the STAAR MASTER™ series is 100% new
and developed according to the TEA test blueprints for STAAR™.

All 7ZZ¢e«.! Research-Based Series for Texas

For more than two decades, we have helped you achieve student success on Texas tests
by providing the highest quality test-prep materials. With STAAR MASTER™, we continue

our commitment to create research-based content that engages students and makes
teaching easier.

* Based on eligible TEKS and STAAR test blueprints

* All new content with increased rigor

* Emphasis on readiness standards

* Assessment of process skills within context (mathematics, science, and social studies)
* More open-ended (griddable) items (mathematics and science)
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All 7¢# Content!

You have used our TAAS cmd TAKS MASTER® books—
now expect the same ECS quality and rigor with...

STAAR.
MASTER

Reading * Mathematics * Writing * Social Studies ¢ Science
English and Spanish versions

Credible

Same ECS quality and rigor
* based on eligible TEKS and

STAAR" test blueprints
* practice items marked with
complexity level (L, M, or H)
questions labeled with “skill tags”
targeted practice in a variety of
contexts

Fresh

Includes brand-new materials

Authentic
Reflects key characteristics
of STAAR™

increased rigor
emphasis on readiness standards
more open-ended (griddable) items
(mathematics and science)
assessment of process skills

within context (mathematics,
science, and social studies)

¢ all new content

e range of topics to interest students
L]

L]

clear and consistent page layout

complete answer keys for teachers

ecslearningsystems.com

We make teaching easier!™

N ECS Learning Systems, Inc.
@ (CS PO.Box 440 ¢ Bulverde, TX 78163-0440

~_ 1.800.688.3224
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@ CS The most trusted name in Texas testing materials

S TAAR> S ASTER'

Reading * Mathematics * Writing * Social Studies * Science
Grades 3-8

MasTer

Value-Priced to give each student a copy.

STAAR MASTER™ Student Practice Books

FREE Teacher Guide (a $15.00 value) included with each pack. For School
Packs, an extra Teacher Guide will be included free for each additional
30 copies ordered.

English Spanish
Reading, Grade 3 Math, Grade 3 Writing, Grade 4 Reading, Grade 3  Math, Grade 3
Reading, Grade 4 Math, Grade 4 Writing, Grade 7 Reading, Grade 4 Math, Grade 4

Reading, Grade 5 Math, Grade 5
Reading, Grade 6 Math, Grade 6
Reading, Grade 7 Math, Grade 7
Reading, Grade 8 Math, Grade 8 Social Studies, Grade 8

Science, Grade 5 Reading, Grade 5 Math, Grade 5

Science, Grade 8

For ordering information, please visit
www.ecslearningsystems.com
800.688.3224 - customercare@ecslearningsystems.com

h g # A
J‘O‘C % Stay Connected €CS SOLE SOURCE
o . H ~
~ Like Follow ECS Learning Systems, Inc.
O ECS Learning Systems l ’ ECSLearn is the SOLE SOURCE for STAAR MASTER"

books listed above.

STAAR MASTER is a Trademark of ECS Learning Systems, Inc. STAAR is a Trademark of Texas Education Agency. STAAR MASTER and
ECS Learning Systems, Inc., are not affiliated with or sponsored by the Texas Education Agency or the State of Texas. Rev. 03/11 SMIFC
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Copyright infringement is a violation of Federal Law.

© 2011 by ECS Learning Systems, Inc., Bulverde, Texas. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
translated, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any way or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording,
or otherwise) without prior written permission from ECS Learning Systems, Inc.

Photocopying of graphic organizers by a classroom teacher at a non-profit school who has purchased this publication for his/her own
class is permissible. Reproduction of any part of this publication for an entire school or for a school system, by for-profit institutions
and tutoring centers, or for commercial sale is strictly prohibited.

Printed in the United States of America. STAAR MASTER is a Trademark of ECS Learning Systems, Inc.

Disclaimer Statement
ECS Learning Systems, Inc., recommends that the purchaser/user of this publication preview and use his/her own judgment when
selecting lessons and activities. Please assess the appropriateness of the content and activities according to grade level and maturity of
your students. The responsibility to adhere to safety standards and best professional practices is the duty of the teachers, students,
and/or others who use the content of this publication. ECS Learning Systems is not responsible for any damage, to property or
person, that results from the performance of the activities in this publication.
STAAR is a Trademark of Texas Education Agency. STAAR MASTER and ECS Learning Systems, Inc., are not affiliated with or
sponsored by the Texas Education Agency or the State of Texas.
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Willa is a_fourth grader. Her teacher asked each student to write a story about a time s/he
had fun with friends. Willa wrote about playing miniature golf. This is a draft of her story.
Read her story, and think about corrections and improvements she should make. Then,
answer the multiple-choice questions that follow.

Crocodiles and Moose Legs

(1) Have you ever tried to hit a golf ball between a moose’s legs? (2) It’s not easy!
(3) My friends and I played miniature golf last night. (4) A giant moose on the first

hole was the most normal thing we saw.

(5) The second hole had giant crabs that tried to SNAP! SNAP! at us as we took
our turns. (6) Next, we played through a pirate ship. (7) I hit my ball off of a parrot,
through a cannon, and got a hole-in-one! (8) Everyone else took five strokes at that

hole. (9) I think bowling is easier than miniature golf.

(10) Then, we had to hit the ball up a slippery slop and into a volcano. (11) Mist
drifted down and blocked my view. (12) I kept hitting rocks! (13) I took four extra

strokes and lost the lead.

This page may not be reproduced.

(14) Next, we played through a hole with a giant typewriter that tried to smash our
golf balls with its keys. (15) At another hole, we had to hit the ball off of a crocodile’s
forehead. (16) My ball rolled toward the crocodile’s head. (17) Then, its jawes crashed
together and blocked my shot. (18) That were the toughest hole I had ever played!

(19) The final hole was the best of all. (20) I hit the
ball into one of three holes. (21) Then, I had to run
down a set of stairs. (22) Finally, I watched my ball drift
through an aquarium. (23) If your ball landed on one of

the gold pieces at the bottom of the tank, you won free

games for a year! (24) My friends and I didn’t win.

(25) We're going to try again soon!

24 © ECS Learning Systems, Inc.
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Reporting Category 2: Revision Reporting Category 3: Editing

1. What is the BEST way to combine 3. What change, if any, should be

This page may not be reproduced.
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sentences 24 and 25?

A Because my friends and I didn’t
win, were going to try again
soon!

B My friends and I didn’t win,
and we’re going to try again
soon!

C My friends and I didn’t win,
but we're going to try again
soon!

D My friends and I didn’t win,
we're going to try again soon!

. Which sentence does NOT belong

in this story?
A Sentence 4
B Sentence 9
C Sentence 11
D Sentence 21

© ECS Learning Systems, Inc.

made in sentence 10?

A Change slippery to slipery
B Change slop to slope

C Change into to out

D Make no change

4. What change, if any, should be
made in sentence 17?
A Change ifs to it’s
B Change jawes to jaws
C Change shot to shoot
D Make no change

5. What changg, if any, should be
made in sentence 18?
A Change were to was

B Change toughest to most
tough

C Change ever to even
D Make no change

STAAR MASTER™ Student Practice Book—Writing, Grade 4
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Andrea is a fourth grader. Her teacher asked each student to write a report about a strange
and interesting animal. Andrea wrote about a special kind of ant. This is a draft of her
report. Read her report, and think about corrections and improvements she should make.
Then, answer the multiple-choice questions that follow.

Living Life Boats

(1) Most people know ants are really good at building on land, but did you know
that some ants are good at building on water, too? (2) Fire ants can join together
and make rafts with their bodies. (3) These “ant rafts” can float on water for weeks

at a time!

(4) Many fire ants live in the amazon rainforest where it rains very hard. (5) Whole
colonies, or ant communities, are flooded out of their homes on the forest floor.
(6) A single ant is not a good swimmer it can barely stay afloat in water. (7) But the
ants know that they can make a giant, floating raft by holding on to each other with
their mandibles, or mouths, as well as the claws on their legs. (8) Humans can also

make rafts out of different kinds of materials.

(9) The ants make sure the queen ant and her eggs rest safely at the center
of the pancake-like raft. (10) The ants hold on tightly and let the water carry them.

(11) A single raft might contain tens of thousands of ants.

(12) Scientists have been studying how these ants are able to stay afloat.

(13) When the ants come together, their bodies form air pockets that - q

s 7
not only let the ants breath but keep the whole structure above water. #ié

(14) Not even the ants on the bottom drown.

(15) While the ant raft is a great example of the neat way nature N
works, scientists also want to see what humans can learn from the ants. #%7’

(16) Scientists think that they can learn how to make best waterproof "‘g\

products for humans by studying the ants in water.

© ECS Learning Systems, Inc.
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Reporting Category 2: Revision Reporting Category 3: Editing

1. What is the BEST way to rewrite 3. What change, if any, should be
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the ideas in sentence 6?

A A single ant can barely swim
in water.

B A single ant can barely swim
and float.

C A single ant is not a good
swimmer. Can barely stay afloat
in water.

D A single ant is not a good
swimmer and can barely stay
afloat in water.

. Which sentence does NOT belong

in this report?

A Sentence 4
B Sentence 8
C Sentence 12
D Sentence 15

© ECS Learning Systems, Inc.

made in sentence 4?

A Change live to life

B Change amazon rainforest
to Amazon Rainforest

C Change where to wear
D Make no change

. What change, if any, should be

made in sentence 13?

A Change their to there

B Change bodies to bodys
C Change breath to breathe
D Make no change

. What change, if any, should be

made in sentence 16?

A Change Scientists to Scientist’s
B Change best to better

C Change studying to study

D Make no change

STAAR MASTER™ Student Practice Book—Writing, Grade 4
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Maribel is a fourth grader. Her teacher asked each student to give his or her opinion
about owning a pet. This is a draft of Maribel’s paper. Read her paper, and think about
corrections and improvements she should make. Then, answer the multiple-choice questions

that follow.

Pet Perks

(1) Many parents don’t want their kids to have pets because they think that pets are
too much work. (2) Owners need to feed, walk, and play with their pets. (3) However,

the benefits of owning a pet are worth it.

(4) Pets need fresh food and water every day. (5) Filling up a pet’s dishes with water
and food is something that even young kids can do. (6) Childs enjoy caring for furry

family members. (7) Doing this teaches kids that others sometime depend on them.

(8) Owning pets doesn’t just teach responsibility. (9) Pets also help families spend
time together. (10) Dogs need to be walked every day. (11) Instead of watching TV,
the whole family can walk the dog together. (12) It’s good exercise and a chance for
parents and kids to talk. (13) Even pets that don’t need to be walked can still bring
families closer together. (14) Everyone can toss toys for the cat or relax in front of the

fish tank.

(15) Finally, pets makes good friends. (16) If
you have a bad day at school or a fight with a
friend, a pet can remind you that you are still
loved. (17) Plus, pets are good listeners.

(18) You can tell them anything, and they’ll
never tell your secrets. (19) Pets are hard work.
(20) Their friendships are priceless. (21) A wagging

tail is a great reward and a happy purr, too.

© ECS Learning Systems, Inc.
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Reporting Category 2: Revision Reporting Category 3: Editing
1. What is the BEST way to 3. What change, if any, should be
combine sentences 19 and 20? made in sentence 6?
A Pets are hard work, their A Change Childs to Children
friendships are priceless. B Change caring to careing
B Dets are hard work, but their C Change furry to fury
friendships are priceless. D Make no change

C Pets are hard work, and their
friendships are priceless.

4. What change, if any, should be

D Because pets are hard work, !
made in sentence 7?

their friendships are priceless.
A Change teaches to teachs

b
2. What is the BEST way to revise B Change others to other’s
sentence 21? C Change sometime to
sometimes

A A wagging tail is a great reward,

a happy purr is a great reward. D Make no change
B A wagging tail is a great reward.

And a happy purr, too. 5. What change, if any, should be
C A wagging tail or a happy purr, made in sentence 15?

they are great rewards. A Change Finally to Soon

‘paonpoudal aq jou Aew abed siy |

D Either a wagging tail or a happy
purr is a great reward.

B Change makes to make
C Change friends to friend’s
D Make no change

© ECS Learning Systems, Inc. 73
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